CHAPTER IV
THE  BATTLE  IN PARLIAMENT
MEANWHILE striking events had happened. The Home Rule Bill of 1893 had passed the Commons, and been thrown out in the Lords. In the winter I had worked over the frame of a measure with three or four of the Irish leaders, including the important assistance of Blake, a prominent lawyer and politician from Canada, who had come over and held an Irish seat, as an expert in the making and working of subordinate parliamentary constitutions. These secret consultations oddly enough were carried on at the not very secret Shelburne Hotel, for, as I was told, the etiquette of the moment strictly forbade an Irish member to cross the threshold of either Castle or Lodge. These were the preliminaries of construction by the Cabinet committee. Mr. Gladstone worked the Bill in the Commons with an infinite variety and resource never to be forgotten by those who witnessed it. Talma, Kean Tfo^ble might have envied his magical transitions. I have described in full elsewhere l the amazing scenes where, in spite of party passion, the whole House watched him. with wonder and delight as children watch a wizard. Balfour put the case against the Bill at its strongest
1 Life of Gladstone, Book X. chap. vii. sect. v.o all these the coldness or even the resentment of Ireland and the  Irish party?   If so, of course I should be a   madman   to   entertain   a  shadow  of  a hope  of coming  safe  out of the position.     Success in any full sense is out of the question.   Am I to give up the hope of that modest, but by no means certain success, which consists in escaping without absolute disgrace ?
